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“The distinction between legal and illegal substances is not unequivocally based on pharmacology,
economic or risk benefit analysis. It is also based in large part on historical and cultural precedents.’

/

‘We need to make a distinction between the claim that the world is out there and the claim that truth is
out there. To say that the world is out there, that it is not our creation, is to say, with common sense, that
most things in space and time are the effects of causes which do not include human mental states. The
world is out there, but descriptions of the world are not. Only descriptions of the world can be true or
false. The world on its own unaided by the describing activities of human beings cannot. The suggestion
that truth, as well as the world, is out there is a legacy of an age in which the world was seen as the
creation of a being who had a language of his own. [...] If one clings to the notion of self-subsistent facts,
it is easy to start capitalizing the word "truth™ and treating it as something identical either with God or
with the world as God's project.” 8
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1 = ‘a direct descendant of the dogmatism that the Renaissance Catholic Church evolved over

the centuries, and then used as a tool to legitimate its political goals during the Age of Exploration.” -
6
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‘It is the tragedy of well-raised people that they are unaware as adults of what was done to them and
what they do themselves if they were not allowed to be aware as children. Countless institutions in our
society profit from this fact, and not least among them are totalitarian regimes. [...] Conditioning and
manipulation of others are always weapons and instruments in the hands of those in power even if these
weapons are disguised with the terms education and therapeutic treatment. Since one’s use and abuse of
power over others usually have the function of holding one’s own feelings of helplessness in check, which
means the exercise of power is often unconsciously motivated, rational arguments can do nothing to
impede this process.” *
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‘Achieving con-sciousness, from the Latin con (with) and scire (to know), is the central activity of human
knowledge. At the heart of the word is a concept of mutuality, knowing with others.’
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“That which is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow. That is the whole Torah; the rest is the
explanation; go and learn.’
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